SCENE  VI

The study  of PAHLEN'S house,  on  the following

evening.
A FOOTMAN silently ushers in ALEXANDER and

COUNT VALERIAN SUBOFF.
ALEXANDER (excitedly) : Now that we are here,
General, will you tell me what has happened ?

VALERIAN : Nothing, as yet,

ALEXANDER : Then what is going to happen ?

VALERIAN :   Your   Highness  will  learn   soon

enough.

ALEXANDER : Why do you bring me to Pah!en's

house ?

VALERIAN :  He  will  presently  tell  you  that

himself.

ALEXANDER :  Count Suboff, if any man but

you had summoned me to-night, I would not

have come with him. But I was brought up

from boyhood to respect you, and I know you

will not betray a grandson of your Empress

Catherine.

VALERIAN : Your Highness knows that I have

been a soldier under three reigns. If I ask your

support for Count Pahlen's confederacy, it is

for your own sake and not for his. You will soon

see how much you owe this man.

ALEXANDER : I shall owe him a throne, and
every hour of my life will be burdened by the
debt!

VALERIAN : Already you owe Pahlen more than

a throne. Had he not intervened on your behalf
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